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2008-2009 Outcome Report 

A Program of the Educational Council  
Mission 

Design innovative solutions for 

Educational Environments and their 

communities by providing 

afterschool programming for middle 

school students. Programming and 

intervention activities are designed to 

develop social skills, support 

academics, and encourage youth to 

take leadership roles within their 

communities. 

 

Philosophy 

Programs serve as a link between 

parents, students, and school staff, 

which generates a high quality 

afterschool program. 

Mission and Philosophy 

Contact Us! 

Educational Council 

1929 Kenny Road Suite 300 

Columbus Ohio 43210 

614.247.5915 

www.edcouncil.org/programs/KIDSConnect   

KIDSConnect, an award-winning program of The Educational Council, serves middle school 

students in southeastern Franklin County, Ohio. Students receive academic assistance and 

social enrichment opportunities in an afterschool setting that fosters positive connections 

between family, school and community. Included are homework assistance, academic 

enrichment activities, teambuilding activities, mentoring, and service learning projects 

incorporating themes of alcohol tobacco & other drug prevention, environmental awareness, 

nutrition & fitness, and media awareness. KIDSConnect has a 12-year history of providing 

afterschool programs aligned with local and national standards for quality service and best 

practices, while providing real-world training for college age site coordinators.  

KIDSConnect works with students to 

overcome attitudes and behaviors that 

interfere with success in school and 

community. KIDSConnect provides 

students with the opportunity to 

develop assets required to succeed in 

life through a curriculum designed to 

strengthen social skills and build 

connections with peers, school, and 

family. 
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U n k n o w n

20% of students in the program  

experience learning disabilities, 

behavior disorders, physical 

handicaps or cognitive 

disability.  

Learning Disabilities  

Students participated in more than 

5,000 hours of community service 

during efforts such as Make A 

Difference Day Ohio, Lights on 

After School, Service Learning 

Projects, Earth Day, and Holidays.  

Student Service Hours  

Total Number of Students Served: 170 

Cost per student averages $1,700 

annually. Each student contact hour 

averages $3.90. 

Program Cost 

 

6th Grade ï 42% 

7th Grade ï 40% 

8th Grade ï 18% 

Grade Level of Participants  

http://www.edcouncil.org/programs/kidsconnect
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Student Activities 

Daily Agenda 
Homework Assistance 

Academic Enrichment 

Snack 

Service Learning Projects 

Teambuilding 

Field Trips 
Make A Difference Day 

Winter Celebration 

Mentoring Fun Day 

Film Premiere  

End Of the Year Field Trip 

Special Events 
Lights on After School 

Community Showcase 

Earth Day 

Math and Reading Nights 

Holiday Celebrations 

Summer Camp  
Southeast Branch Library 

Columbus State Community College 

 Educational Tours 

Swimming 

Literacy and Technology 
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Behavior 
 

41% of students with prior disciplinary actions 

involved in the program for more than 18 

weeks decreased their discipline infractions. 
 

47% of students involved in the program for 

more than 18 weeks incurred zero discipline 

infractions during the 2008-09 school year. 

Academic Improvement 
 

72% of students enrolled in the 

program during the 2008-09 school 

year improved one letter grade in at 

least one core subject area. 

 

Attendance 
 

49% of students enrolled in the  

program during the 2008-09 school 

year increased school attendance. 
 

 

Student Improvement 

Social Skills Rating System 
 

56% of students enrolled in the  

program during the 2008-09 school 

year improved social skills by 35%. 
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Parent Testimonials 

I love the KIDSConnect-RAP program. We are two 

working parents so this program provides a safe place 

for our student to learn and complete homework plus 

have some fun. 

This program has been very supportive in rein-

forcing the value of education and helping my 

son reach his academic goals. The staff is very 

dedicated in doing their job and have been a 

personal support to my son as well. 

The impact of the KIDSConnect program on our lives 

has been very impressive. But I canôt thank the 

afterschool coordinators enough for the impact they 

made on my sonôs life. The coordinators have shown 

leadership and the high school assistant has shown 

friendship and mentoring. I believe all three should get 

an award for outstanding leadership. Please continue this 

program for future classes. 

I believe the program has helped to improve the academics of 

my student. She has been exposed to many opportunities that 

she may not otherwise have had. Thank you for providing the 

program and a special thank you to the instructors who assist 

with the program. They must be special to do what they do.  

My daughterôs grades have gone way up and the support she 

received from the coordinators when her dad died was a huge 

help to the both of us.  

The KIDSConnect/RAP program has 

encouraged and supported my child, 

who is often shy and acts as a loner, to 

express himself among his peers. This 

school season he has been more com-

municative at home and in the group 

setting. This program has been a valu-

able system for my child and our fam-

ily, and we appreciate the opportunity 

it has afforded us. 

My son participated in both his middle school years. He was 

initially recommended by a teacher to participate. My son and 

I both had concerns, but we agreed to join. I liked the disci-

plined approach to homework time; and a definite benefit was 

the diversity of the students in the program. I believe more 

students can benefit from interacting with their peers who 

they normally would not bond or share a friendship with. 

Also, the service and social projects provide hands-on and 

relevant experiences in their daily lives. They learned to 

evaluate their habits in consumption, usage, and impact of 

drugs and alcohol ï all of which are valuable decision-

making tools and choices they will face in the future. 

The KIDSConnect-RAP program has truly been a 

blessing to my household. This is my second child 

to love the program. She is more organized and 

creative than ever. KIDSConnect really helps to 

boost self-confidence and definitely helps the 

academics. Sheôs Honor Roll, by the way. 
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Student Surveys and Testimonials 
What did you like most about KIDSConnect-RAP ? 

 

The help we receive  

Getting homework done  

Everything! 

Seeing my friends  

Talking to other students  

Free time  

 

ñWhen we started, I was not sure 

the program would be fun. But... it 

was awesome. The programôs film 

project helped me get a scholarship 

to Ohio State University for acting 

this summer. Itôs cool!ò  


