Questions and Answers for Parents
1) All health organizations emphasize staff and students using proper hand washing.  Can students bring to school alcohol based hand cleaners?   Yes Students can take a travel size bottle of alcohol based hand sanitizer to school and keep in their backpack.  They can also take a bottle (max size of 8 oz.)  to share with classroom.
2) Schools only use safe and MSDS approved cleaners for daily cleaning so should all flat surfaces be cleaned each day? Yes, the germ can live for a number of hours on surfaces and thus be spread easily. Current products used by our custodians are safe and effective.
3) Will bus seats be cleaned on a regular basis?  Drivers currently do a routine end of shift safety check.  This will be expanded to cleaning seats at the end of the morning shifts when the risk factors are evidenced at a school site.
4) What are our attendance policies that might impact negatively on our ability to keep students home until they have fully recovered?  
           Only athletics would really impact our students to come back to school too early.  
           Coaches and AD’s will be reminded of the importance of having their students 
           stay home when ill.
5) What attendance requirements will be changed? 
Worthington Schools follow state laws and a parent can currently write a note to excuse a child from school who is ill.  If it appears to be an “abusive” situation our attendance staff (secretary, principal or dean) can implement the attendance letter to parents at 10 days, 12 days and etc. For the H1N1 flu, certainly we can relax this letter going to parents.  While the student is away, the family could help the child stay up with assignments with regular contact from school.  By policy the student would receive one day make up per one day absence. 
6) How will we respond to special education students who are medically fragile and want to pursue Home Instruction?
Parents should contact the Special Education Office at the WEC for individual information.
      7)   We currently have 6 nurses and 4 HOA who cover all 18 sites part time.  
           What are contingency plans for when these front line staff become ill? 
        In Worthington there is a trained citizen group called WCAT- Worthington Citizens  

       Action Team who could be asked to help in clinics if they have the proper   

       background checks through Personnel.  Another possibility is to do an all call to 
       nurses in the community to help. 
8)   Given that all Health organizations want to limit the spread of the flu and that 
      children are by far the “super spreaders” they will want access to use schools for  

      vaccination centers. How might we assist? See web site for vaccine information 
      about seasonal flu shots and other vaccines.

      www.vaccine4me.com 
     Worthington School district will provide vaccination sites for Public Health to have  

     access to those in Top Tier Priority groups in the following way:
Quadrants – McCord, Worthingway, Kilbourne MS and Perry from 4-8 PM 

Worthington Education Center- 10 AM- 2 PM  (Dates and times TBD by Public Health Departments) 
Columbus City and Franklin County Public Health Departments will be coordinating bodies with all authority at sites.  Custodial OT will be paid by these organizations. All students must be accompanied by a parent. 
          Health Department Tier I priority groups for the H1N1 vaccine are:

~ pregnant women- they are at highest risk

~ caregivers of children under 6 month of age

~ healthcare providers

~ EMS first responders 

~ childern ages 6 months to 24 years- priority to pre-school, then elementary, then secondary students

~ adults with chronic illness – (weak immune systems) 

